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Who is the Metastatic Breast Cancer Alliance?
Established on October 13, 2014, and currently the largest US-
based coalition of cancer nonprofits (37), pharmaceutical 
industry members (11) and individual patient advocates (34). 
Leading the way for collaborative action to transform and 
improve the quality and quantity of life for people living with 
metastatic breast cancer. 
Focus on 4 Strategic Goals
1. Prioritize critical Research to improve outcomes
2. Advocate for patient-centric Clinical Trials
3. Ensure all MBC patients have equitable access to quality 

Standard of Care
4. Integrate Quality of Life services and care into all treatment 

planning
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Alliance Nonprofit Organization Members



Webinars

Trusted Information

www.lbbc.org





For more information, please contact:
Janine Guglielmino

Vice President, Mission Delivery
janine@lbbc.org



MBC Alliance
Breast Cancer Brain Metastasis: The Marina Kaplan Project

The BCBM Marina Kaplan 
Project is a patient-led initiative 
of the MBC Alliance that aims to 
accelerate urgently-needed 
research on breast cancer brain 
metastasis through increased 
funding and influencing key 
stakeholders.



Goals of the BCBM Marina Kaplan Project

Ensure an inclusive clinical trial design with 
less restrictive eligibility criteria

Increase the 
quality of basic 

science research 

Increase the 
number of 

clinical trials 
testing a variety 
of interventions

Incorporate 
clinically 

meaningful trial 
endpoints to 
measure QoL 
AND survival

Increase access 
to information 
on treatment 

and support for 
patients



BCBM Subcommittee 
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BCBM Subcommittee – Methods
Engagement

• Meet monthly with translational investigators for discussion and provide a patient 
perspective at least once per month

• Meet with clinical trial PIs and sponsors to ensure that trials ask questions that are 
important to patients, include both stable and active brain mets, include diverse 
populations, include PRO’s and are designed to maximize benefits and minimize 
harms

• Quarterly update meetings with Alliance pharma representatives to encourage 
funding research that will benefit ALL patients with CNS metastasis

Awareness
• Encourage patient advocate participation on guideline committees
• Provide support and education to patients MBCbrainmets.org



MBCBrainMets.org
Trusted/online source of 
education and support for 
patients living with BCBM 
and LMD.



Clinical Trials Search on MBCBrainMets.org



MBCA Alliance – Ramping Up Our Focus

BCBM Marina Kaplan Project
 Continued participation in external conferences to raise awareness
MBCBrainMets.org
 Continue to add new content, graphics and enhanced functionality/site 

navigation, new patient stories representing all patient populations
 Develop new research articles and webinars, interviews with experts
 Highlighting individual trials on website
Future Collaboration with the ABTA
 Assist in the development/fielding of 2024 surveys (patient, CG, HCP, 

Researcher), including specific questions for primary cancers



MBC Alliance Patient Voice on Unmet Needs

 Being fully included in trials- not just those with stable 
brain mets but progressing brain mets as well
 A greater focus on brain mets and leptomeningeal disease 

in trials and drug development
 Further developing imaging tools and means to identify 

tumor necrosis vs tumor progression
 Sharing of best practices pan-cancer
 Increased screening for brain mets in the breast cancer 

community
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Thank you!
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