
 

 

Black Wo(Men) Speak 

The Black Wo(Men) Speak Symposium was initiated as a response to the BECOME (Black 
Experience of Clinical Trials and Opportunities for Meaningful Engagement) survey conducted 
by the Metastatic Breast Cancer Alliance (MBCA) which found that 8 out of 10 Black people 
living with metastatic breast cancer would consider participating in clinical trials, but that only 
36% of those same people were receiving as much information as they wanted. 

The MBCA was only one of four organizations that recently conducted similar research surveys. 
The three other organizations — TOUCH, the Black Breast Cancer Alliance; For the Breast of Us, 
and Carrie’s TOUCH — along with The Missing Pink Breast Cancer Alliance and Karen’s Club are 
partnering with the MBCA to offer this important educational event.  

The overarching goal of the Symposium is to educate the community-at-large — Healthcare 
Providers (HCPs); Pharma, Researchers, and Clinical Research Organizations (CROs); and 
Metastatic Breast Cancer (MBC) Patients, Caregivers, and Advocates — about the urgent need 
for greater diversity in clinical trials. By sharing and examining the data gathered in the four 
surveys, the event aims to better inform its audience of the current barriers to clinical trial 
participation, to inspire greater trust in the healthcare system to provide equitable care 
regardless of race, and to ensure access to clinical trials to a population that is more 
representative of all patients. The Symposium also aims to empower the Black patient 
community to speak up regarding clinical trial options. 

The day will begin with a keynote address from a leading authority in increasing diversity in 
clinical trials followed by a presentation of findings from the four research projects. The 
remainder of the agenda is being developed around the three topic areas/target audiences — 
HCPs, clinical research, and people living with MBC and their caregivers — and will feature 
speakers and panel discussions aimed at these groups. 

While the event is being held in conjunction with the San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium 
(SABCS) the plan is to include virtual participants (via Zoom) who are not able to attend in 
person. The event will take place on Monday December 5th, from 11:30 am - 5:30 pm CT at La 
Quinta Inn and Suites San Antonio Riverwalk  located at 303 Blum Street, San Antonio, Texas. 

For more information about Black Wo(Men) Speak, please contact the Project Lead, Stephanie 
Walker, at stephanie@mbcalliance.org. 

https://www.mbcalliance.org/projects/become/
https://www.mbcalliance.org/
https://www.mbcalliance.org/members/touch-the-black-breast-cancer-alliance/
https://breastofus.com/
https://www.carriestouch.org/home
https://themissingpink.org/
https://www.karensclub.org/
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/laquinta/san-antonio-texas/la-quinta-san-antonio-riverwalk/overview?CID=LC:LQ::GGL:RIO:National:53402&iata=00093796
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/laquinta/san-antonio-texas/la-quinta-san-antonio-riverwalk/overview?CID=LC:LQ::GGL:RIO:National:53402&iata=00093796

